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wisely erected. But the French had learnt something of the
war-craft of their Indian allies, and were not inclined to rush
the fortifications by a t frontal attack/ They took cover
behind the trees which surrounded Fort Necessity within
rifle range, and from this vantage-ground they poured a deadly
fire into the English camp. In the hour of danger the men of
South Carolina put their precious digDity on one side and
worked valiantly shoulder to shoulder with their Virginian
comrades, Washington, calm and cold, directed the defence,
and inspired his men with his own determination. But after
fighting under torrents of rain, which turned the ground be-
neath their feet to a quagmire of mud and soaked them to the
skin, when 100 of their men were dead or dying and their
ammunition was quite spent, there was nothing left but to
surrender on the best possible terms. Accordingly a mes-
senger was sent out under a flag of truce, and, as the French
had suffered almost as heavily under the English fire, they
agreed to allow the defenders of Fort Necessity to march out
with the honours of war, on condition that Washington's
prisoners should be liberated, and all the guns save one
surrendered to the victors.

It was with a heavy heart that Washington returned with
his wounded and half-starved men across the Alleghany to
Virginia, harassed by Indians, who hung on their flanks lust-
ing for scalps, killing the horses, and stealing the scant bag-
gage that still remained. Nevertheless, no blame attaches to
Washington and his comrades, who had done their duty
bravely, and had failed only in the face of overpowering odds.